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Bridging the bilingual educatio
gap at Eastman Avenue School

Program may be model for district changes

8y loslle Cohen
Herald slaff writer

t fest, R wad ome
woman's cesponse 1o a
. : chsalienge. Then, it was

two womes (rying to re-

invent tbs wheel.
For a year or (wo, il was the best-
kopt secret in the Los Angeles

Unified School District — and now,
the radical sxperiment in bilingusl
educstion at Eastmasn Avenuw
School In Easst Los Angeles may
become the framework for a com-
plcte revamping of Instruction for
the disteict’s 134,000 non-English
speaking youngsters.

“We have found a.plan that
works,” sald larry Gonialez, tbe

who s Ilispanic. “The children at
Eastman are lesrning, they have
high self esteem and they are motl-
vated. We have to use what we
know 0 improve education for all
of the young people in this dlstriet.”

Eastman's gradustion ceremony .

last week was beld In two hn-
guages, Spanish and English — but
that ' was for parents, not tbe
children. More than 00 percent of
the gradustes came from Spanish-
speaking homes and spoke only
Spanish when they entered the
school. but 204 of the 219 graduates
are {ully fluent In English now.
Esstman (s accomplishing this by
applying an old theory in & new
way. Following the principle that
strong skills transfer while weaker
ones don’t, it holds studeniz in

only member of the school board Spanlsh-language classes untll they

v @ e omiee SO o o

have masiered all Use basic skiMls of
early education. It also separaies
English- and Spanish-laagusge in-
struction, rather (ban having teach-
ers transiate and glve sach lesson
twice.

*“To abandoa these chiidrem 2
unteschable bs tragic, and yet that
is what often happens,” sald Boanle
Rublo, the school’s cipal, at

raduation. “You bet these kids can
earn. They cas learn all the sud
Jects, too. Look at what they've
schieved.”

This year's gradustes had two
years of the pew program, which
was introduced by Rubio in 1901
Their younger brothers and sisters
should do even better: Already,
nearly every child who bas com-

Nows Fesma/A-8,Col 2
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Eastooan is

among the largest elemesmtary
schools in the distnct

GConxalez's motion is expected
pass whea s vote iy taken July 13

w8

requests Do money — jast that.

Superintendent Harry Haadler
study Eastman's

;n:t .'the Los Angeles school dis-
Bilingual Bicultural Advisory
Council

One reason may be that bilingual
education has been widely viewed
as a wheel in need of reinventing.
Many believe current strategy is in
disarra

superintendent for curmculum.
“But t's clear that there are Jots of
programs that meet istate educa-
tion) law that are bad programs for
kids.”
[ ]
A typical bilingual classroom
Los Angeles bas 10 or more English-
ing students and the rest pon-

antirely in the foreign language.
Because it has been required by
stats and federal laws mnce
early 1§70s, the entire qoestiog
bilingual education has been the
subject of political battles, aca-
demjc conferences and scholarly
research. Research data offer con-

education department bad been on
theory and enforcement.,” sad-
Smith, who tnitiated the Gveschool
study of which Eastman @ 3 part
“We decided to focus on practice,
and 1o try to find ways to apply the
l'h'L"'l‘?'lkly.“d:-vm:un His
rate amoog

panic stodents in California is about
50 percent, and test scores mmong
Hispani¢ students are far lower
than thetr Anglo {riends’ — particn-
Lrly tn language-related subjects
like reading wnung asd socal
studies.

comprise 25 0 30 percent of the
state’s high school p[npu.huun by
the year 2000.

Somse ny these
bilingual education s
should be abandoned,
many Hispanics cons der
children’s best bope of
transition from
Bonnie Rubio views 1t

“When I hear that a child
bilingual education and he
learn, § want to know “vhat ki
bllingual program he was getting,

ss§,§§3
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moved into Engtish too soon, befors
they know enough about how lan-
guage works. Sbe and other teach.
¢rs poticed that Spanishspeaking
cbildren learned English better the
more schooling they bad in AMeszico

- pot tn Amenca

So the program she and White
tnvented makes a point of delaying
the switch into English until a ctuld
is reading at jeast at the third-grade
level in Spanish. or at grade level if

.lhe child is older.

“The traditionaf pattern is to get
the child into English as soon as
possible,” Rubio said. “We've sepa-
rited the languages and we bold
them in Spanish untll they bave
their basic sidlis.”

Classes at Eastman are ocn-
ducted in either Spanish or English
Teachers do mot translate thew
lessons. Aside from doubling the
amount of ground a teacher can
cover in one lesson, this lets Span-
Bh-speaking stodents keep up with
their Englishspeaking peers in
math, science, social studies snd tae
basic tools of literacy: reading and
writing.

And classes at Eastman thus are
med according to students’ pro-

cy in English. Fluent and oo
fluent English speakers are oot
always mixed

., —————



Bilingual education: the fast wa

3 HE CONCEPT of the United States as a melting
potisnow outdated. Instead of many ethnic
sireams feeding into a blended, Velveeta
nationality known simply as “Amecrican,” it

has become fashionable to see our nation as an

agglomeration of hyphenated people —

Italian-Americans, Hispanic-Americans,

Chinese-Americans, Irish-Americans,

Pulish-Americans — with just two thingsin common: a

liistory of immigration and the speaking of English.

Nowadays, some people question whether newly
hyphenated immigrants really care about speaking
Fnglish. There's plenty of anecdotal proof that recent.
arrivalsare content to live the American dream in a
foreign language. Just call a City Hall department and
try tocarry on your business in English. '

Thereisageneral sense that English speakers are
losing control of “their” country to defiant invaders
whaorefuse tolearn our tongue. This nervousness is
often transdated into opposition to bilingual education,
which opponents see as tax-supported cthno-linguistic
separatism.

Until recently, 1 was skeptical of bilingual educa-
tion because 1 felt it allowed recent arrivals to avoid
tie essential, if unpleasant, mainstreaming  that
painted the stars and stripes on every previous wave of
hnmigrants, '

Thenlsatdown with Olivia G. Martinez, San
Prancisco’s associate superintendent of schools for

éEiii Mandel

special programs and services, and with Rosario
Anaya, an elected member of The City’s school board. 1
presented these supporters of bilingual education with
arguments against bilingualism, and gave them a

.¢hance to shoot them down. Annic Oakley couldn't

have done better. A sampling:

My great-grandfather had tolearn English the
hard way. If he wanted an education, he had to get
itin English. Why should today's immigrants be
treated differently?

Response: “Iimmigrants who came to this country 60
or 80 yearsago cametoa very different country. They
could get by without any skills at all. They got menial
Jjobs as unskilled workers in factories or on farms,and

San Francisco Examiner

October 1985

then they sent their children for an education. Now
there are few unskilled jobs. To survive, people need
skills. They need education immediately.”

Bilingual education preserves ethnic separatism.

If children can be taughtin, say, Spanish, they have
no motive to learn English. .

Response: “Bilingual education is not education in a
foreign language, it's beihg taughtin two languages
while students learn English and learn mental skills,
which have no language.

"Olivia Martinez participated ina pilot program at
Washington Elementary School in San Jose during the
1972-'73 school year. It involved two first-grade classes
of 25 kids each. The kids spoke Spanish at home. One
class was taught in English only. The other was taught
in English and Spanish.

“Six months into the progran, the bilingual class
was reading English at a higher level than the
English-only class because the children in the bilingual
class had been allowed to understand the essential skil)
of reading in a language they understood, and could
then transfer that skill to reading English.” .

Bilingual teachers are often poor speakers of
English. Children get taught to speak heavily
accented English that will hurt them in the future.

Response: “The large majority of bilingual teachers
inCalifornia are white native speakers of English. If
there is a problem, it's in finding teachers who are
sufficiently fluent in the second language.”

y into the mainstream

Once kids getinto a bilinguni progran, they
never getout,

Response: “The average stayin California’s
bilingual classes is two years, Parents want their kids
to getinto the classes o they canlearn English, but
then they want them out as fast as possible so they can
become educated Americans.”

By allowing teaching in two languages, we are
creating another Quebec, the Canadisn province
torn asunder by animosity between French- and
English-speaking residents.

Response: “On the contrary, we would ereate
another Quebec by not allowing bilingual education.
Rosario Anaya studied the Quebee situation, and was
told by Quebecoise officials that forcing English down
the throats of native speakers of French caused therift
that’s been so hard to heal,

“Youngsters who go to school and are talked at for
six hours each day in a language they simply don't
understand will not achieve to their potential. They
will become disenchanted and will cause expensive
social problems in the future.

“Neither of us has ever met any student or any
parent who did not want desperately to become partof
the American mainstream. There are waiting lists for
English classes wherever in The City they're of fered.
People want to learn English very, very badly.”
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' RAGMATICALLY, the bilingual edu-

cation program that works is the one

» that equips students to succeed aca-
demically in courses taught in English.

By that standard, San Jose Unified School

District’s bilingual program must be counted

a success. : ‘ b :
On a recent series of standardized tests,

students who had “graduated” from San Jose

Unified’s bilingual programs to English-only
“instruction did from one to nine points better
. than the district average in reading, language

and math, subjects measured by the Compre-

hénsive Test of Basic Skills. -~ - -
- - The district’s average in each of these areas
is from one to eight points above the national

.porm. o 508 S I
- All of which speaks well of San Jose stu-

dents, teachers and developers of the school
* district’s bilingual pian. It also suggests that
‘studying in two languages reinforces the

learning process. - '

._Two of the program’s parts stand out as
. significant and may serve as useful guides to
. other districts. : ,

Iirst, English as a subject in its own right is
taught from Day One as an integral part of

+ the bilingual program. Other subject matter,

‘teading or arithmetie, say, is taught in the

student’s home language and English. .

=" Second, each student’s progress is tracked
c¢onstantly, and children are moved into
English-only classrooms as soon as they can

Jumping the language barricr

be reclassified as proficient. Historically, in
San Jose Unified this has taken from two to
three school years. The present average is
two years and six months,

That is impressive in a district where
nearly a third of the students hear some

language other than English at home and

where almost half of those (or a about a sixth

of the total students) enter school knowing

little or no English. About 4,000 San Jose
students, of 14.6 percent of the district’s
30,000 total, are classified as having limited
proficiency in English.

Almost 66 percent of San Jose Unified’s
limited-English students speak Spanish at
home; 14 percent speak Vietnamese; and 6
percent speak Portuguese. In all, 41 languages
are spoken by students in the district. - ..

- So far San Jose Unified has developed.
statistics on how students from difierent*1ah-
guage backgrounds compare with one
another: whether Vietnamese-speakers tend
to do better in math than Spanish-speakers, ¢
whether Spanish-speakers read more quick!
than Vietnamese-speakers, for example.

And perhaps it doesn’t matter, except to

curriculum planners ‘and classroom teachers.
The bottom line for bilingual students is that
they become proficient as quickly as possible
in the dominant language of their culture, in
this case English.

Clearly, San Jose schools are not failing

/

them in that.
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By Aleta Watson
Llercury News Education Writer

When San Jose Unified School District
officials took their first hard look at the -
icademic performance of students who
have passed through bilingual classes,
even Superintendent Ramon Cortines was
surprised.

On the average, test scores were higher
{or students who had graduated from bilin-
gual programs to regular classes. than for “-
the district as a whole,

“It just blew me away and I was so
proud,” Cortines said.

The ﬂrst annual report on the achieve-

PYRRPPSTEP RTINS S TR Rhar oot iy /1 24 >4

ment ¢f students for whom English is not
the home language will be presented to the

school board at its regular mesting this

evening: It shows that students who have
passed through the bilingual programs and
been reclassified as fluent English speak-
ers scored from one to eight percentile
points .pigher than the district average in
reading, language and ‘math on standard-
ized tests. :

They scored at the 54th percentile in

reading on the Comprehensive Test of -

Basic Skills, compared to the 53rd percen-
tile for the entire district; 59th percentile
in language. compared to the 51st; and

boone =
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62nd percentile in reading,- compared to
the 58th. The national average in all three
areas is the 50th percentile.

“It says minority students are not slow

and reluctant learners,” Cortines said. “It -

says that once they are reclassified, they
are doing well, and on nationally stan-
dardized tests, theyre doing better than
other students.”

Such findings echo the studies of many
researchers, said Edda Caraballo, a bilin-

.gual consultant for the California State

Department of Education.
“Research has shown that children who

nal students’ SCOIes go up

are in bilingual classrooms and learn i
two languages their academic perform
ance is higher that the average Angl
student’s actually,” Caraballo said, citin
reports by Canadian researcher Jame:
Cummins.

The theory, she said, is that student
who become proficient in two. language
are more intellectually adept than stu
dents who have never had to work t
acquire a new language.

The San Jose Unified report follows 21
attack on bilingual education this fall by

Bﬂmgual dasses pay off, study says

BILINGUAL, from Page 1B : .
U.S. Secretary of Education Wil-
liam Bennett. He told a New York
audience that there was no evi-
dence that special classes teaching -
academic subjects in the students’.
native language had worked and
called.for more local flexibility in
using federal aid for bilingual
instruction. The secretary said he
would push for changes in federal
law to allow more schools to offer
English-intensive classes.

-Saying he recognizes many of.,
the criticisms of bilingual classes.
including charges that some pro-

grams take too long to prepare |-

students for English-only classes,
Cortines said his report shows that
good programs do work.

M all districts did this, you'd
find bilingual programs would not:
be so controversial,” he said.

Norm Gold, another state bilin-
gual coordinator, agrees.

“They're redlly out in front of
most school districts in the state in-
looklng at how -kids do over time,

which is want we want school dis- -

tricts to do,” Cold said.

Those few districts which have -
'athempted to follow their bilingual

students’ academic progress —
notably Calexico and Los Angeles
Unified — have found similar
achievement, he said. _

San.Jose Unified officials have

no single explanation for their stu-

dents’ high achievement. Although
_bilingual teachers do use different
methods. only those who_have not

]
i

yet earned their bilingual creden-
tials work regularly with class-
room aides.

Aurora Quevada, the district’s
bilingual director, says simply that
the instructional practices for chil-
dren with limited proficiency in

- English are hitting the mark. Last

year, the district adopted its first
bilingual education plan, outlining
how it would help children with
language problems prepare to
function in a regular classroom. It

“.also set goals for reclassifying into

regular programs a certain num-
ber of bilingual' students in each

.= Superintendent Ramon Cortines

school each year.

In its most recent census last
spring, San Jose.Unified counted
9,390- students — nearly a third of
its total enrollment — for whom
English-was not their home lan-
guage. Those children spoke 14 lan-
guages, principally Spanish, Portu-
guese and Vietnamese.

More than half of them, though,
were considered fluent in English.
Among them were 310 students
who had moved out of bilingual
classrooms, where they had stud-
jed for an average of two years
and six months.

.See BILINGUAL, Page 12RB

£ It says minority
students are not slow and
reluctant learners. It says
that once they are

57—

reclassified, they are
Anino well 9 ==
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‘By Edward B. Fiske -

N Fillmore, Calif., a farming
area 9 miles porth of Los An-

broiled in a dispute with the Fill-

more Unified School District over
what language will be used to teach
their children. School officials, who
are reluctant (o isclate Spanish-speak-
ing children, have assigned most stu-
dents to bilingual classes. The parents
say their children have a right to be
taught in English. *“I don’t deny my
heritage as a Mexican-American, but

. the reason that we have achieved what
- we have in this country is that we
speak English,” said Arthur M. Vas-

‘One Language or Two?

that they be taught in their native lan-

bilingual-educal classes, they
charge, have become the pawns of
¢éducators and politicians seeking to
bolster thelr own positions through ap-
peals to ethnic pride. They cite **hor-
ror stories® of students languishing in
bilingual programs for four or five
years and English-speaking students
whose real need is remedial -help in
their native language being forced

SALILWRRMEIURINNE b, SRR A SR A F¥ DN,
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jeamn in a strange tongue. g
Running through these issues are
fundamental guestions that go well be-
the educationa! task of public
schools to the kind of nation they
serve. “*Bilingual education has be-
come a code word to-larger social ten-
sions in the nation as a whole,” said
Ermest L. Boyer, president of the
Camegie Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching. “Schools are the

quez, a contractor with two daughters
in the Filimore schools. g

The picture of a bilingual Mexican-
American fighting for his children’s
ﬂghtwlaminﬁnglishissymbollco!
the complexities, indeed, the para-

More articles on bilingual educa-
tion appear on pages 46 through 63.

doxes, that surround the subject of
bilingual education in American pub-
tic schools. With the possibl p
of desegregation, no subject bas
d the passion that ch izes
debate over how schools should go
about educating students with “lim-

ited English proficiency.” gual.” English was the universal lan-
A concept that emnerged in the 1960°'s gmgeohmmim,andevmnewly
as a teaching device for a particular arrived i ts were expected to

group of disadvantated students has
taken on 2 political, social and even
ecopomic life of its own. Proponents of
Dbilingual education say that the educa-
tional needs — not to say the self-es.

The Condo . Adult Students _

Route to College | Gain Attention = | the Past

Helping ends meetbybuying |/ As they become more Professor argues that reports

‘ student housing and then numerous, colleges are of old goiden age of college
offering services just for them | students are

8 33 67 .
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rights snd 3 antipoverty movements of the
100" and 1970°s. It was a time when
‘Sducators and  political leaders m
daveloping programs of
a&uﬁm.amedduphmumr
students judged to bave special peeds,
The use of bilingual teachers to provide in-
struction in Spanish and other

s well a5 English was seen as a way to
belp students whose progress was Hmited

$13% million in 58] districts last year.
By the mid-1970's ethnic consciousness
was on the rise in the United States, and
the Federa! legislation underwent consid-
erable evolution, partly as a result of pres-

accompe-
nied by a judicial ooe. In 1974, in Lav v.
Nichols, the Unitoed States Sopreme Court -
ruled that school officials in San Fran-
elsco were required under the Civil Rights
Act of 1954 to offer special belp to non-

Chinese students. Un- -

_hmrucumtomisgmupinmlnaeban-

other. There may be others.” \

By the time the Reagan Administration
took office, however, a reaction had begun
to pet in, Critics charged that good inten-
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goage. In the United States this
kEnglhh.Ourcummmhﬁwrylswﬂm
in English Our common forefsthers
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“The Poli

e Politi
‘Of Bilingualism

mmswmmmv“mmpmmrmmymmma .

<< .

T-umeuaanprhemmdumd
Smnheowhm:oumtymnd}ury
secommended that ali local

education,” he said. *There is a backiash,
an attitude that minorities are getting too
mud:lnrwﬂlins.nndmnhndd.ndn.

st thinking continues to see bilin-

chauvinist
h .mlednelﬂmumﬂhmanmmm

amc!oleduaﬂmpoucyln

thousands of jobs
hnhl'edenlnndmwmnmn,
Hluule&uﬂmhubedmetbem
oda Memtmmmm.

unlikely alliances and ralsed

many SuppoOrters.
llyth“dntorwlm"awdeldhw
Sucation that prevailed in the first dec-
mdmmwdmwplyto-
!"Y.anndearthltufeymm
'mmshtmthe'mdm'u cul-
tural mainstream.
«There is unanimity that these children

mulmangllsb."nldlml.'

Lym,bgshuveemmellafﬁ:emumnl
mmmsum;ualpwum.'m
mlqnqﬁmhmmmMMMm

English, ,
Hidden Agenda Foreseen

But those assurances ‘have not con-

vine‘adthemostvoalcrlﬁadbmngul

emmﬂnn'l‘beymthatwhltmyaﬂ , nic

&e”wmsﬂdhbby"mahMpud-

uhgamwm'eomecﬂvehmauteuA

azsimilated ty ‘isiands
within America’s English-speaking sea.
«What eise can a guy ke Lyons say
when he has to go to Congress every year
for new » asked Gerda Bikales,
mﬂwd{mdu.s.mmd
ummaumwm
bilingusl education. “He can't very well
pupmmmnmdny‘l’mw»
similation.’ ” .
Mmmhdbylhawdm

have, over the _

Education d 5
M"m&ﬂnhmwhﬂm
E muwmum«m

gual teaching methods. . .
“The fact is that there i3 B0 proven

.........

N -
» 5

m«mmmmum.
Shaskee's view,” Mr. Lyons said. “The
twvo issues are locked together io his mind,
and 3= tis case he is trying to protect
me

s mrn, English-primary
mﬂﬁadmﬁndthntmsymmu
reguired to Jearn, in mid-cs-
na',-\_dtawhm-mw.'nm
hﬁmwwmeymbuudn
mh'nyoormuvacpuhudm
wﬂuydonmm
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gmmmllydoleamtnspeakmdmd
English within one or two years — at least
in Texas. A third, federally funded re-
mrehaﬂmt\mdernymmhuthgd-
_ fecti of L sion cl in Eng-
mmmmmmm
to find many such classes in the nation to
study in the first piace.

Some_studies measure the progress of |

youngsters compared with their

“*Sure,"” be added, *“we know more than’

we did 20 years ago. But all the studies, all
the evaluations are fraught with serious’
problems. I'm.not saying the researchers
did mm Bm themk is enor-

Associates Inc., in Arling-

Developmient
‘ton, Va., whlehlsmnmﬁynwyingme'

What,inmemd.dovemuytmw

about bilingual education and how it is
wuth‘inAmeriamdnﬂ
"Welmwvnrylmle uldnnvld

for release until 1980, “We still know very’
_ listle about the typical programs children
have had over J0 years. We know very lit-
mmmmm.mﬂ‘m
guage. - -

ington, D.C., which has a Federal contract
to study the kinds of tests and exit proce-

for Pelavin Associates in Wash-

: mmlofEdwlﬁmrwiewedmﬂhm

Keith Baker and Adriana A. de Kanter
said: “The géneral quality of bilingual re-
search and evaluation is very poor. More
and better research and improved pro-
gram evaluations in education
are if the needs of i
nority children are to be adequately met.
The low quality of the methodology found
thmxymuuhellmmmmmmaleﬂ-
problem.”

According to Miss legisia-
uvewxdamdneelﬂhvemqﬂredm
searchers to focus on determining the
number of children requiring services.
This has information useful for
the allocation of funds, but it has discour-
aged good comparative studies. More-=
ever, since Federal mandates require that
all students who need bilingual education
must receive it, researchers have been
barred from comparing students.who re-
ceive “bilingual education” with control
gmupa receiving “‘po bilingual educa-

Thusmostdﬂnmmhonbmngud
education has a narrow focus, examining
a single variable such as the influence of a

- teaching style, the progress of students in

At

1e Research Show§

mtuchlngmetbodshavemupwlth
inconclusive findings. A major study in
the mid-1970°s by the American Institutes
for Research gathered information on
7,700 students in the second and third

1n 1980 Mr. Baker and Miss de Kanter of
the Education Department reviewed 3
studies that they judged to have adequate

'cmtmlgmups They found that transi-

tional bilingua!l education worked in some
settings but was ineffective and even
harmtul ini others. The only solid advice
they offered was that “too little is known
about the various factors affecting learn-
ing in the langlage-minority child to per-
mit program prescription from the Fed-
eral level.”

Newness a Probiem

AcwrdmnganerComm,sudorr&

search specialist at the N

of Education, the newness of the field is

also a problem. :
“"Bilingual education has'not had & suffi-

clent period of time for study,” he said.

“A‘lot of studlies are just too short or su-

perﬁdaltncomeunwithﬁnﬂnglm

the same kind of program over
years, or improvement on reading tests.
There are no long-term studies that exam-
ine and compare different approaches.
laurcheawtnhwhobddd!ﬂer

ple have confid in”
meexeepdc_ may be a report sched-
uled for release at the end of this month by.

"the Southwest Educational Development

ubm'amrylm\usun.'rex..wmhasjust

HEN Rafae! Rodriguez
entered the third grade
after arriving here from
Puerto Ricoin 1982, he had
almost no ability in speak-
ing, reading or writing in Engtish. But in
three years, Rafael has made steady
progress. Currently in the sixth grade, be
is conversationaily fluent and reads less
than & year below grade level. Although
still making *’iots of errors in spelling,” he
says learning English *‘has aot been so
hard.”

Rafael has learned his English at the

Bilingua! Bicuttural Minischool at Public”

School & in East Harlem, ome of more
than 300 bilingual programs in New York
City achools in which youngsters with

d English proficiency” are taught
in both English and their native language.

ol ol
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eompleted a major long-wrm study that

s how king children
from low-mcome famihes in Texas be-
come proficient readers of English. The
study traced the progress of children from
kindergarten to fourth grade between 1978
and 19684.

The gight-volume report, called
“Teachlng Reading to Bilingua! Chil-
dren,” seems to challenge the notion heid
by oppanents of bilingual educatian in its
contention that the majority of youngsters
indeed are able to read in English at or
near grade level within one or two years.

*'We found that in transitional bilingual

there is tremendous growth in

“oral language by first grade and then the

majority of children who have been taught
wmdinmelrnativehnguageﬁrstmke
the transfer of skills to Eaglish in second
and third grade,” said Betty J. Mace-Mat-
huck, senior researcher and co-author of
the report.

*Additionally,” she said, “we found
that those children who did not do well
were those who arrived at school with low
language and prereading skills to begin
with, not whether they spoke Spanish or
English. And without sufficient special
assistance in their native hnguage they

don't do well in the later grades.”

The studies by SRA Technologies will
likewise be long-term examinations of
bilingual education, which Mr. Ramirez
contends will be the first of their kind. Re-
searchers will examine English tmmer

P

bilinguat education (in which students en-
ter all-English classes within ane or two
years) and classes in which students learn
subjects in their native tongue until
roughly sixth grade.

Some professionals in the field of lan-
guage education suggest that future re-

.aearchsbouldﬁowsmod:eraspectsof

jons of

what programs work best.

In a book on bilingual education’ that
will be released next month, ‘“The Mirror
of Language: The Debate on Bilingual-
ism,” Kenji Bakuta, associate professor
of psychology at Yale Usiversity, argues
that rhther than evaluating bilingual pro-
grams to see if one works or not, research-

sion classes, programs in tr

IN EAST HARLEM MINISCHOOL, A GRADUAL SUBSTITUTION FOR SPANISH/ By Samuel Weiss -

dents make the “transition” stully.

biling than

¥

dents who entered the program in the

earlier grades tended to achieve the best

-scores on the reading test. For example,

the minischool. *‘But we also live in a very
competitive society and we have to pre-
pare the children to function in it.”

Successhd Results "
The achievement rate of the minischoo!
can be seen in the test scores of the 35 stu-
dents currently in the sixth grade. For ex-
ample, of 26 students designated as hav-
ing“lhnitedl’.ngushpmﬁdmcy’ when
they entered the program, only four are
still designated as such because they have
failed thus far to achieve the cutoff score
"on a citywide Language Assessment Bat-

hngummem test in the second
grade and achieved a resding score of 8.3
last April. In contrast, Ange! Luis Gon-
zales, ane of the four students who have
not yet passed the assessment test, en-
tered the program in the fourth grade and
meditﬂmmemdmgm.
sumw;nybeeomemum
amnmtmzngﬂshmmm:yurdm
tering the program, Mrs. Maldonado-Tor-

ers should be looking more closely at the

mﬁdhngﬂstsandcmldmymlopsts
-on second-L

The goal, he said, should becomder-
stand better what techniques work best
with children, how children actually learn
two languages and how the brain masters
foreign subject matter. *““Researchers so
{ar are looking at !hewmngquesums"
be said.

. »
.

teadxinc method
pnndamcm!mﬂcmlmdydeﬂecﬁw

clagsrooms, said several tech- -

bilingual
niques utilized in the program worked
well in helping students to learn English
and at the same time keep up with their
academic subjects.
msemchteebniqm.&nidmweo!
the “linguistic summary,” in which the
ﬂmmee-quarmuam lesson

themtshlmthehs(

part of the would be taught in Eng-
sh to childres with language
yto theumﬂnyhad

knowiedge of English and also to young-

sters whose parents want them to main-

tain their fiuency in Spanish or to leam
the subject as a second language.
About a fourth of the youngsters are

dudnedn timited-English-proficient

n;g youngs

s English-language arts and
‘According to Mrs. Maldonado Torres, &
<hild with d English profiency who

enters the program in kindergarten is
tanght shout 80 percent o the time in
Spanish_ in the fourth grade, this time is
typically decreased to 40 percent while by
the time a pupil reaches the sixth grade
the lessons are taught in English except
toradaﬂydmlns;)anim-hngmgum.

However, students who enter thegpro-
gram in Iater grades continue to take
most of their classes in Spanish as long as
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GUAGE: This
- levels,dependinsmhowmudl&gﬁdu

OW American schools teach

ish to students who do not
wknﬂmuymﬂsm
the .state, school district,
school, imstructor and the

‘peeds of the students. In most cases,

w.schoolsusevaﬂamdmmap-
proaches: :
MAINTENANCE: This ethod is typi-

called, to improve their English. For
schools that offer transitional or mainte-
, 'which are more compre-

_nance methods,
hensive, E.S.L. is usually a component of

thebrwderpmgnmtor&nloreethe Eng-
-classes.

In the E.S.L. mefhod students usually
-ttmdmeorton.S.L.chssesadayto

cally employed with students who have re-
cmﬂyanivedlnﬂneUnl!edSutannm—
derstand no English at all. A Wilingual
tencher teaches them fundamental math
and reading skills, for example, in their
native language first then begins teaching
mesamewn'iulluminmmh.usmsme
pative language to fall back on. The
athod aims to foster parallel learning
t in both

TRANSITIONAL: With this metbod,
imstructors teach classes in both
languages, principally in the native lan-
guage at first and then increasingly in
English as students’ proficiency in it in-
Both methods are designed to teach stu-
dents of all abilities, from beginners toad-
d English speakers, but individual
districts select which approach best suits

its goals. To start maintenance or transi--

tional programs, school districts or indi-

they learn in sub-

usually do not know all languag
Buttheyuemmedtobesemmvetolm-
dents’ pative languages and cultures,
which can have an influence on how
qnddlytheyleam!.nglish. E.S.L: teach-
ers stress fundamental and com-

gkills in English first, thende- -

ve!opwwdencyinmdmsnndwﬂung

lna_lesswldelyuedfwnhapgmd:,
the immersion metbod, students attend

lasses that are taught in English, though
instructors are also certified in & second
lang The method has provoked con-
troversy among educators; some.charac-
terize it as a *‘sink-or-swim” method that
is detrimental to the non-native-speaker’s

‘Jearning and language development. How-

ever, a few school districts around “the
ewitry h\(e«wﬂy operated im-

bl et
’minlmumv‘nﬂesmmummtemd

from district to district.
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LAN-
hod is ht at 1

v-'demanspeakmdwﬂw.lngdnéoldis-
tricts that do not have enough students to
ﬁmnbumgunlcm.mndmtsmaym
mnperbdsolz,s.l...a_snuenmmaﬂy

Maintenance

N Louise O'Neill-Mejfa’s classroom,

ﬂ\edmdrallreleamlnsmlive'm

two worlds: the familiar Spanish-

speaking setting of their ancestry

a.ndmenewangnsb-q)eaﬂnSmﬂiw_
of their adopted home.  ~ .

Thomas Edison

Port Chester, N.Y., learn academic sub-
jects in both languages.

The class is part of a bilingual program

ted with state funds. The 18 children

in Mrs. O'Neiil-Mejia’s class are classi-

2nolish

A et
T the United States only recently,
mmmehucuwm,m

programs; one example is in
Elizabeth, N.J., where beginning this
munthﬂnmmolﬂew!eneyvmﬂnm
-thme-yearpﬂmhnmaﬂmpmsum!or
mwmmm&nn
eight schools. : .

The following articles represent exam-
plammeNewYutmeuopouunmof
each of the three bilingual methods of
teaching English. .

jects in Spanish.
The Edison also includes a
p‘rullddamoluﬁve-Ensl

to attain proficiency in the two languages.

Some educators have criticized the
maintenance method, suggesting that
since many children come from poor
countries and are filiterate in their native
language, they should be taught strictly in
English to begin with. Mrs. O’Nelll-Meji-

a’s is that the children are still ori-

Louise O'Neill-Mejia’s
bilingual classroom in Port
Chester, where children
are learning to live in two
worlds: ancestral Hispanic
and adopted English.

mwdtoﬂ;drmwhmubtl

to read in Spanish when

bow
"here,” said Mrs. 0’Neill-Mejia. *But they
still

more easily into English.” enn‘tmmairchnselnammde

- Indeed, her airy classroom is a stody in  and seif-esteem They're able to com-

bilingualism. Number charts, cal s they’re thriving and they’re ac-

yocabulary Hsts and & jons on the pted by their peers.” R ]

mmm&nmmmmm C

and Spanish. like all maintenance- b/ A

method instroctors, Mrs. O"Neill-Mejia is TranSItlonal‘_

hemel!mmnl.memningmdy,

ﬂ:enl'ithdxm-grlﬂﬂihaﬂgm EDRO MEDINA finished typ-
jcircle 'mgnseﬁeso(eommndlhrn

1ish lesson.

Engush.‘_‘mnmunneem
flourishing in English,” she said, “we
wshthemanddo we can to

aunwterm!mheww!d
wemmievnﬂmmedcmd

The program bade him ‘f.udhs." then
displayed his results in- English.
For Pedro, a 17-year-oid student al John

English that typified not only his course
wo:tinthewnpmetmﬂxchubmn!so
in special classes he attends as part of the
school’s transitional program.
SmMm.wbenPedmmwed
ﬁomtheoomlnimkqaubuc.heknﬂliv
deEng,i'Bh-NowhehmminaEn;mh' in
thecunanumthdas,uweuuinsd-
mandmydw,vﬂchmuu@t
He also takes
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tive-speakers.
As with other transitional hilingual pro-

‘grams, the aim at Bowne is for the non-na-

tive-speaker to achieve English profi-
ciency as quickly as possible. In the early
stages of a class, bilingual instructors
teach subj in the student’s first lan-
guage and then use progressively more
English as “students’ proficiency in-
creases. )
“We want them to keep their foreign
language but they have to succeed and
master if they want to make it in
this country,” said Patricia Kobetts,
Bowne's principal. j
Hispanic and Chinese Blocs
Like many large urban schools that use
t} : transitional Bowne is a
.nelting pot. Its 3,200 students come from

Chinese. A bilingual social studies class
for Hispanic students is also taught. The
remaining limited-English students re-
ceive special instruction in English as a
Second Language classes.

bilingual science class to

oy
l'-
d

& s

other courses.

One day recently, 10th-grade students in
Pear] Shum's biology class listened to her
instructions in English on how to use & mi-

~-dents followed &

fn both Spenish and English to test the .

"carbohydrate content of various foods.

Boﬂxtencbamnldﬂntutbemmfv
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Pearl Shum teaching a 'i

Chinese students at John Tl

Bowne High School in
Queens, where the aimis
transition to English as
quickly as possible.

K

Yl | Sty

Mary Ann Sacks teaches English as a Second Language

to youngsters of various ethnic

English as a Second Languégé |

ROUND the table they sat: the'-  Mrs. Sacks, who is certified in E.S.L.

Russian, the Thai, the Italian,

the Chinese and the Spaniard,
giggling about their work and
speaking in English. 1t’s a typi-

cal scene tn Mary Ann Sacks'’s English as
a Second Language classes at Country.
‘wood Elemmtuy Sénool in m m
. sitting

'hillnzualpmgnm,howeve:.;ﬁs.s.l..
class may be attended by students

and also speaks Spanish, French and He-
brew, has taught the methiod for eight
years. She is the senior member of the five
E.S.Ltndm'swho'shhulemthe
sevehh achools, grades -

young en, for in s
who have recently arrived in the Usitad
States and are just learning English, Mrs.
Sacks begins with rhymes and word

many foreign-language backgrounds. The

“nottpukadﬂld‘lﬂmhw.

To compensate for this, E.S.L. teach
to use methods and materials designed to
aid the non-native gpeaker. For example,
teachers often use word games and
rhymuwmdxmmumof
the body, terms English-speaking chil-

& o imp their speaking and
comprehension skills, and to incresse
their. selif-confidence in the pew idiom.
mmmummmmm
more tilme in E.S.L. classes in

to their subject clagses, she said, where
they get additiona) help with both the lan-
guage and their academic classes. The
E.S.L. teachers also give tetching aids
and suggestions to the subject teachers of

" and cultures of their foreign stud

many of whom have survived war-torn
countries. ““‘Some of their stories would
make your hair stand on end,” she said.
“Many have nevér had what we think of
as a teacher. They had someooe in a class-
room who watched to make sure the kids
avoided the gunfire outside.”

minutes of E.S.L. instruction every dsy.
Older studesits . may receive 45 mintes
daily. Depending on their progress, some
children may spend more time each day in
their E.5.L. class. ’ I}
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Bﬂmgual Farmly at Home

AREGULAR MIXTURE OF LANGUAGE AND CULTURE/By Ehzabeth Llownte

Spanish in her home récently. “They had
apparently picked up enough English
from the television 8o that they did not feel -
they were hearing anything pew in the
classroom,"” she said. And when Mary-
sol’s turn came to buy her first set of
school supplies, said Mrs. Diego said , she

they're in the United States and
to learn English well.*’

Marysol, a curly-haired bubbly girl with
& ready smile, nodded yes when asked if
the teachers discourage her and her class-
mates from speaking Spanish. *They
"No Spanish in school,’ " :he said, but
cocked her heed to one side and added,
*But when we're in the yard for recess, we,
speak lots of Spanish.”

Invariably, explained Marysol and Mer-
cedes, the and non-

students seldom social-
tze outside classes.

*1 go around with the Spanish kids,"

-!

" added Marysol, referring to the children

who speak Spanish, but who are of varied

ing origins. Asked why, she

shrugged, apparently somewhat baffied

that it would make a difference. “1.just
like it better that way, 1 guess,” she said.

Children who grow up like those in

Union City — where Spanish lang ago

the world.

{(Day, ext. SO0/Evening, ext. S04)

JESUITS

AND JERSEY CITY.
A World of Difference.

Jersey City is in the midst of a remarkable renais-
= sance and the Jesuits arc in the midst of Jersey City.
Some have cailed the Jersey City waterfront the
most valuable real estate in the world. Others have
called the Jesuits the most outsmndmg teachers in

Does that surprisc you? Not us.
We've been making a world of diﬁ'ctcncc to
— students for over one hundred years.
Find cut more about New Jersey's Jesuit College.”
Call our Admissions Office at (201) 333-4400.

That call may meana world of difference for you

use Spanish daily, both inside and outside
their home.
Mercadesnldlbehnofmeometothe
aid of her parents — especially her moth-
er, since Mr. Diego has become more
fluent — in every situation from translat-
ing an item en a menu from English to
Spanish to helping fill out forms and appli-
cations for ber parents and other adults.
Like many of the first- and second-gen-
eration Spanish-speaking offspring in
Union City, Mercedes and Marysol contif-
nously code-switch, a term that defines
mem!ﬁngoimumonhngungeslnthe
same utterance or conversation. - '

During the interview in their bome, the
girks — who had been primarily
ir English with an occasional injection of
a Spanish word at moments when such a
‘word came 1o mind quicker thas the Eng-
ish equivalent - were asked to respond In

Marysol: Un show in Spanish que miro

‘Toeesdays a jas pueve. (A show I see on

Tuesdays at 9 p.m.) El vive en un barrel!

Q.Whththewmﬂhr“ﬁadﬂlo"m

(Inrysol peuled for a moment, and
said she didn’t know. Mercedes, who
waited for her sister to respond, turned to
ber and said, “Ground beef.”’ Whenever
Marysol saw ground beef, she thought
“picadillo,” since that was how her par-
ents always described it at home, the only
place where she had heard it discassed. )

Q. What do you call this? (A birthday

_card was held up.)

Mercedes: Una carta.
(Actually, “carta” is the Spanish word
for Jetter. The correct word for card is

the New. Jersey seashore
emphasis on:

* PERSONAL A'ITENT]ON
* CLOSE RELATIONSHIPS WITH EXCELLENT

- O s s i J.‘.

llege

..one mile from

. FACULTY

Monmouth College is one
of the few private colleges
. whose enrollment has :
increased dramatically in
the last two years.
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“tarjeta.” She hinted she had thought of
the English word card, knew that “‘carta”
was & word in Spanish, and concluded that
that was its Spanish translation — not un-
usual among bilingual people.)
Eventually, and apparently without
realizing it, both resumed talking pri-
marily in English. When asked if they felt
more comfortable speaking English, they
looked surprised. “'I guess so,” Marysol
said. Mercedes agreed.
i In school the two are stellar students. So
far, both have demonstrated strong skills,
especially in reading, writing and speak-
ing English.(“‘My favorite class!’ said
Marysol). . A glimpse inside their school
folders revealed test and homework
scores in the 80's and quite a few 100’s.

The strong presence of the Spanish lan-
guage in the girls’ lives and the juggling of *
two cultures — whose values and customs
sometimes coincide, and sometimes clash
~— have not appeared to have confused the
girls or Hurt their English, Mrs. Diego
said. Ang for the moment, anyway, Mer-
cedes and Marysol rather like things just
as they are, in ingles and espafiol.

. “‘But English is easier,” Marysol said.

And to the question, “How do you de-
scribe yourselves?" these two American.
bom and only-English-educated little girls

_simultaneously respond, **Spanigh!*’ L
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"How L.A. School N

Deals With
Ethnic Mélange

SECRET INGREDIENT IS COMMUNICATION, ON MANY m/ByPaulmeYoshﬂmshx

Los ANGELES
N the playground at Los Feliz
Elementary School, five His-
panic girls played with a Chi-
mese jump rope, counting the
bops and turns of the gir! in the
center. “Dos, tres, cuatro — you're out!*
they cried as she missed her step. Across
mm-mmmm.
giggling ciassmate for
kickball. “Nom!"henﬂhpeﬂect

English.
Movre than 70 percent of the 750 students

nmlyeoma;uphmahtemwm-

cultural beritage,

and Federal law? The Los Angeles Unified
School District considers 225 of the chil-
dren &t Los Feliz to be limited-English-
speakers, Hike 135,000 other students at the

city’s 618 campuses. ARl are subject to
guidelines

tion shift of this residential area located
on the fringes of Hollywood about six
miles from downtown Los Angeles. At one
time the students were predominantly
Caucasian, from the afftuent

naeighbor-
hood, also called Los Reliz, in the bills

- north of the school. Soon immigrants from

Mexico settled in the ares, and made up
the bulk of its minority students.

Ettnic Broakdown

*Now the school bas roughly 50 percent
Hispanic children from Central and South
America as well as from Mexico, 30 per-

groups. **We've gone from 40 percent oth-
nic to more than 7 percent since the 198)-
83 achool year,” seid Jack Sarkisian, the
principal, “and we've gt just about any
language and culture you can think of off-
hand. It's really difficult to make sure the
child doesn't get cheated out of anything.”

‘The faculty has struggied to satisfy the
rash of rules imposed

by the district, state and Federal Govern-
meonts and also keep up academic stand-
ards. In 34 of Los Peliz's 2 classrooms,
subjects are tanght in both Spanizsh and

Bau").thuMwan“Iu—

PRPIRIRRICILIIN S

treated the same as the English speakers,
they lesre and sssimilate much more
quickly,” said Mrs. Rowe, who has tanght
for 26 yesrs. “It heips that the parents are

pass on macial or cultural biases. *Some-
times it's difficult to deal with some of the
prejudices of the parents,” said one vet-
eran teacher. “If the children were Jeft an
their ows st school, they'd be better off in
asaimilating b they're Ity so
But you can’t change that.”

As the jast bell of the afternoon rang,

students fiesded the haliways. Uniike dur-

“Dime [inll me] ‘yes.”

oz - - — e
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‘Reverse Bilingualism
or the Non-Ethnic

NEW INTEREST IN IMMERSION AS VITAL LAHGUAGE-TEAQIING TOOL /By Cynthia Sanz

HEN fourth-graders re-
tum from their first-
period break at the Spence
Sehnn! Bah s

by “la professeure.”

For the next hour the giris wil! be read-
ing, writing and, it is hoped, thinking in
French. If someone has a question, the
question must be asked in French, and the
answer is given that way. 1f English is
spoken by accident, s mark goes down
next to that girl’s name in the record book.
The girl with the least number of marks at

the end of the year is given a party by the -

other students.

“You really start thinking in French,”
said Alexandra C. Meckel, 8 years oid.
“After class 1 went home and asked my
doorman if my mother was home — in
French!”

Language Study Rising |
While bilingual education for Spanish-
speaking students in this country remains
a controversy, foreign-language educa-
tion for English-speaking students is gain-

" ing support in all parts of the nation. The

number of students studying foreign lan-
guages is rlaing again aﬁer more than a
of & ding to the Mod-
em Language Association. Schoo!shreol—
fering more foreign-language options
earlier, as Americans begin to appreciate
the value of being bilingual.
Although the nrad or desire of an Eng-
lish-speaking pérson in this country to
ham:mdhngungesmnyfulas

lpeakhgehndmnkeanwdmm
a foreign language. Ironically, this is in
many ways similar to the situation with
Spanish-speaking children, who for years
were put'in classrooms where the only lan-

guage spoken was English. Advocates of
theimmersimtheorynyitisthemly
way to become truly fluent in a second lan-

guage.

At the Spence School, an immersion
method is used for the language class
only, with the children receiving all their
language instruction in the foreign lan-
guage but taking their other courses in
English. This method has begun to re-
place the traditional method of foreign-
language, instruction, in which students
are taught in English.

Students at Spence begin studying
French in the third grade. The emphasis
in the early years is on pronunciation and
comprehension, andmnstn(thethreem
four class periods per weeX are spent:in
discussions. As the students enter the

fourth and fifth grades, they begin writing -

"

and reading the words they've been speak-
ing. And by the time the study of gram-
mar i3 introduced in the middie grades,
the students are conversationally fluent in

mdyu;gn.munmnm them a3
English.".

Although tota! immersion has proved
successful, most schools view the tech-
nique as too drastic and fear that some
students may become fluent in the second
language at the expense of a complete
mastery of English. None of New York
City’s private schools are currently using
the total immersion method.

‘4t Wi Be Natural’ :

“J{ you start thinking in French for at
feast four hours a week from third grade
on,"” said Miss Guichaoua. ‘‘by the time
you reach the upper grades it will be naty-
ral to speak it.” But she added, *] don’t
think it would be practical to teach the
girls all their classes in a foreign lan-
guage, and 1 don’t think it's necessary.
‘When our girts are finished here, they are
fluent in botk English and French, and
some go on to take other languages.”

Mosto!tbeaiﬂdamofwnllmm

&i SEAG IV ANEANSE april Lr Ay

tressroesesrerovrasnsat e

, tion controversy. They'orryﬂntthelp-
of the i sion pro-
will be used as an argument

against bilingual education for Spanish-

speaking students, which they prefer, and
that public mnds once set aside for bilin
gual-ed n gr will be trans-
terred to lmmerslon programs.

In Canada, where language is both an
‘educational and a political issue, total-im-
mersion programs have been popular
since the middle 1960's. Research done
‘there seems to show that immersion in a
foreign’ language increases overall aca-
demic performance. This seems to be true
regardless of whether the students are
tested in English or in the second lan-

Vm yon g
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Students in the modified immersion pro-
grams don’t seem to have that problem.
Although research on the subject is
scarce, an informal survey of educators
and education associations shows that stu-
dents who begin the study of & foreign lan-
guage through such & program in the
uﬂyptdaupeﬂencemddnyhhlm-
ing to read in either language In fact,

semester, they found they were able to do
as well as the French students, even in
classes in history and the sciences, in
-mammymmmmm
been in English.

**The problem with trying to Jearn a for-
eign language in a classroom is that it’s an
artificial environment,” said Jeanette
Schrag, who teaches Spanish at the

School. ** king only the new
hngumhelpsmakeltunmhenﬂcas
possible.”

Although the first few months in even a
modified immersion program do tend to
be difficult, students say the struggie to
string words together to answer guestions
and ask their own fosters a camaraderie
in the classroom. - i

“Sometimes people really o know how
to say it, they just think they don't,” said
Annabefla Pitkin, a senior at Spence.
“Onee'eulmmrwd,nhemnsn

ntchmenythey'ulooknpnewm
on their own in the dictionary so they’ll
know how to ask questions and say what
theynm to say,” said Miss Schrag.
Whmmeycanetoclnsmeyanleamn
new word.”

A prime criticism of immersion has
been & concern that children

younger
- especially will be afraid to ask the ques-

tions they need to understand whar is
being discussed because they don't know
the right words in the foreign language.
But stidents in the program at Spence say
it is an unnecessary worry._ *Nobody's
going to leave you stranded if you really
dan’t understand,” said Louise Weiss, a
senior. *When you get really scared, you
can fall back on English. The funny thing
now is, 1 find myself falling back on -
French a lot more often.” -
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- How It's Done Elsewhere
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LTHOUGH Americans have regulations. For instance, Sweden has

Imgdnu;htolthe"memng kngptwldeduungualleldu:weue
pot’* as peculiar to this nation dllldm'lmnsmmmtowsh.ohm,

ML L, [ NS, S s Al

/ of immigrants, the character chﬂdmwlduvaﬂetydmﬂvem pk:upthembymlm‘vlml’.ng-

of the modern worid as a global m’dvmhmnmjdnﬂybynlpedﬂ tish tes. Local L e

‘g village has made bilingual education an teacher, not uniike the American method inservice training to delp teachers de-

issue for most industrial nations. known as English as a Second L welop teaching skills while

i - What emerges from the efforts of differ- . In Britain, with its decentralized school preparing them to deal more wffagtively
m:mmmwmwud system, local education authorities and with eimic minorities.

5' ethnic problems is an unresolved conflict wmlndlvidtnlodmdsmjoyanm Is Canada, Dilingualism bas been a

both over educationa! and political poli- tonomy that makes it difficult to i . .
In the primarily French-apeaking prov-

ince of Quebec, more than 100,000 English-
in linguistically countries, politi- memmberdmhmtheaguds speaking Canadian children are involved
cally and easesitial; but this mleWMepdmryhngungeunu in Freach immersion programs, the most
H view clashes with the new politics of eth- Engllahttm.m.ornbwtdmte( successtul of the many initiatives taken to
] nic pride. Educators are divided over how the school-age population. The Govern- foster hilingualism in a country where

¢ to respond to these tonfiicting demands ment estimates that about 104,000 of thege
‘ without creating sociat unrest and without d:ﬂdmgetnmelpeddhelpvlm&g-
a3 damaging the children’s academic mmwx.cwmmmwm,
chances. Everywhere, therefore,' the n!ongwit.hsubsmntmmmbm-aoﬂaguhr
search is for ways to make these ‘new"” classroom teachers.
children fully at home fn the national lan- In London’s inner-city schools, which

Pmmﬁnglhhhwheule@uy
equal afficial Janguages since 1900. The
_ total-mmersion

of
guage without hurting their pride In thelr  are becoming  increasingly nonwhite, Untike bilingual programs in the United
own heritage. m.xsspupﬂs.orlepemmtolthemnl. States, @ immersion program in Quebec
s 3 -‘ © lpokeuhnxuage'mhermwhhit :hudrenfmmthemjm'nymp

The Scandinavian countries, with their sus. A total of 147 languages were re-
mmuyhmommhﬂmmd coxdedlnthedty'sschoolsmm,lzof } 4
with & long tradition of humane social which are spoken by 83 percent of the stu- 'm“w volved in such programs actuslly are;
policies, deal with children unfamiliar dmts:Bmgali,hrkiah,Gujunﬁ,Span— most of the others French or Span-

with meirneweamu-y‘ahnguageln‘a hh,Gmk,Utdu.ijlM,Qﬂneae.M izh or other foreign languages as a school
matier-of-fact manner, without complex  jan, Arabic, French and Portuguese. _ subject. Those in the total immersion pro-

’
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‘ Back to College . )
g for Pre-Med? L : t
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b Benningron College » post-
3 becaalsugeate program e pre- ) R
medical and health aciences to M ddl b
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2 S T Bk -P-.: in the Mountains of Westem Maine is H B gl '
:’3 1038 For Fres Cotiog Gould Academy Summer Schoo! s a Second Language program « .
gl provides an opportunity for Exoellemadzleticandrecre‘adtion,al [ ™1 T a-::-y:uy'w-m-
) tented students entering grades opportunities utilizing Gou! zu i - or for 8 program abroed
‘f 9-12 to enjoy the challenge of Academy’s athletic complex, and L1 i L Cantact t:lnu indicate languagy
studying among excellent peers with  the mountains, lakes, and rivers of L
. ‘a dynamic and thought-provoki the White Mountain range. L A / Langungs Butasts — MYTF
faculty. - Academic courses in For furthey i jon, write Hi EH -ﬂ*’rm
o the English, History, Computer "Dr. Harry H, Dresser, fr, Director, by
’ Science, Mathematics, Science Gould Academy Summer School, Y
and Foreign Language discipliness  Rm 45, Gould . = =! - .
Arts courses in , Studio  Bethel, Maine 04217, =l = =
5 Art, and Printmaking - English orcall 207)824-2161. =
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Sram also study Eaghied tompe- w.mpwa&&ifm

%0 have Jod to greater school fail-
wre. Critics charge that these
youngsters, paying more atten-
ton to their

specialist education
at the Ontario Institute for Stud- -

jes in Education, bas found the
effect on students to be benefi-

“addition to French, such vital in-

amount to four hours a week

are taken in addition to the full
French-taught curriculum. Spe-
cial instruction may include, In  pegen encoiraging the tmmigra-

formation as how to read a sub-
way map or deal safely with a contingen
gas stove. from Italy, Yugosiavia, Portu-
hMlm’s.aneem‘: gal, Greece and Spain. A small
with_an ides to supplement percentage also came from
routine approach to noo-Freach- .
pupils: it persuaded a
oumber of Mediterranean na- .
tions to agree to send, and pay  Continusd on Poge 75

CINSTITUT MONTANA, . )
6316 ZUGERBERG, ZUG,

SWITZERLAND

boys
boarding and coed day halle. kioa! rurai location
‘achoot with American #3000 fout above
colege ses lovel in contral
program as well as
peperate Zurich and Luceme.
German and latisn- Excellont oli faciktios,

5 frequent travel opportu-
Grades 5~12. Thorough nities. Holiday
practice of French and during July and
German. Highty quali- August. Write 10 the I
et taculty. Dean of the Amarican
Suudents strictly - School for further
“The bty of e
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The Key to Basic

NATIVE LANGUAGE HELD VITAL TO SELF-ESTEEM AND MOTIVATION// By AngeloGonzalez

e

" Bilingualism, Pro: -

statistically
reading in English and Spenish and in
.math. In all but two of the programs re-

ande rates were found dents in
school bitingual
MY.hUnimﬂg.xmjlm.lun-

‘Angelo Gonzalez is executive &rector of
ASPIRAdMYN!m,Cqu
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Outdated and Unrealistic

ROMANTIC MIDDLE-CLASS DISTORTION IS SUGGESTED/ By Richard Rodriguez

OW shall we teach the dark-
eyed child ingles? The debate
continues much as it did two
decades ago.

Bilingua! education belongs
to the 1960's, the years of the black civil
rights movement. Bilingual education be-
came the official Hispanic demand; as &
symbot, the Englisheconly classroom was
intended to be analogous to the segregated
lunich counter; the locked school. door.
Bilingual education was endorsed by
judges and, of course, by politicians well
before snyone kmew the answer to the
question; Does bilingual education work?

Who knows? Quien sabe?
The official drone over bilingua! educa-

still serve the romance of that decade,
especially of the late 80°s, when the heroic
biack civil rights movement grew-para-
doxically wedded to its opposite — the eth-

. mic- revival movement. Integration and

peparatism merged into twin, possible

goals.

With integration, the black movement
inspired middie-class Americans to imita-
tions — the Hispanic movement; the Gray
Panthers; feminism; gay rights. Then
there was withdrawal, with biack glam-
our leading a romantic retreat from the
anonymous crowd.

Americans came to want it both ways.
They wanted in and they wanted out. His-

took to cel ting their diversity,

FnedotherAmeﬁemsindnndngﬂngs
around the melting pot.

Mythic Metaphors -

' More intently than most, Hispanics
wranted the romance of their dual cultural

allegiance backed up by law.
became proof that one could have it both

‘ways, could be a full member of public

decades now, middle-class Hispanics
have had it their way. They have foisted a
neat ideological scheme on working-class
children. What they want to believe about
themselves, they wait for.the child to
prove that it is possibie to be two, that one
can assume the public language (the pub-
tic life) of America, even while remaining
‘what one was, existentially separate.

o

linguistic
because what he gives up are symbols of
- bome. )

1 was thet child! I faced the stranger’s
Englisb with pain and guilt and fear. Bap- ,
tized to English in school, at first I felt my-
self drowning — the ugly sounds forced

down my throat — until slowly, slowly %>

(held in the tender grip of my teachers),
suddenly the conviction took: English was
my language to use.

What 1 yearn for is some candor trom
thase who speak about bilingual educa-
tion. Which of its supporters dares speok—
of the price s child pays — the. price of

- adulthood — to make the journey from a

‘working-ciass home into a middle-class
schoolroom? The Teal story, the silent

trayal of all that is private; silence at
home; and st achool the hand tentatively
raised.

Bilingua) exthusiasts bespeak an easier
world. They seek a linguistic solution to a
social dilemma. They seem to want to be-
lieve that there is an easy way for the
child to balence private and public, in or-
der to believe that there i3 some easy way
for themselves. L 528

Ten years ago, 1 started writing abou?
the ideological implications of bilingual

Adulthood is not so neatly d The

tion is d by ists with
numbers and charts. Because bilingual

education was never simply a matter of

pedagogy, it is too much to expect pduca-
tors to resolve the matter. Proclamations
concerning  bilingual education are

ighted at b with Rispanic politi-

Richard Rodriguez wrote *“‘Hunger of
Memory,” the biog >
of a Mexican-American child’s learning.

b public and private life is
intrinsic to adulthood — certainly taiddi

ti Ten years from oow some
newspaper may well invite me to coatrib-

class adulthood. Usually the city wins be-
cause the city pays. We are mass people
for more of the day than we are with our
intimates. No Congressiooal mandate or
Supreme Court decision can diminish the

J I.'asulkingﬂl-emherdaymaurpenA

ter from Riga, in the Soviet Republic of
Latvia. He has been here six years. He
told me of his having to force himself to re-
linquish the “luxury" of reading hooks in
Russian or Latvién so be could begin to
read books in English. And the books he
was able to read in English were not of 2

ute her Sanday suppl essay an
the subject. The debete is going to contin-
ue. The bilingual establishment is now in-
side the door. Jobs are at stake. Politi-
cians can ualy count beads; growing mur2>
bers of Hispanics will insure the compli-
ance of politicians. n =

seek from bitingual education an

sion from the gringo that Spanish bas

value and p Hi: ics of miadl

class will continue to seek the romantic
e of sep Experts

will

argue. Dark-eyed children will git in the
Mute. L

L.
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Past Imperfect

THE TARNISH IN REPORTS OF COLLEGES' ‘GOLDEN AGE’ /By Robert A. McCaughey

More are in the works. Some have fo-
cused on the teaching of the humanities,
others on general education, foreign lan-
guages, or on something called “civic lit-
eracy.” But their overall impact has been
to depict today’s college curriculum as a
national scandal and the college class-
room as an educational wasteland.

‘Two of the most widely dscussed recent

Robert A. McCaughey &s professor of
history at Barnard College and Graduate
Faculties, Columbia University. Ris most
recent book is “International Studies and
Academic : A Chapter in the

Enterprise
Mun of American Learning.”’
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reports follow in this tradition: “To Re-

rity in the College Curriculum,” by the As-
soclation of American Colleges, My short-*
band notation prior to reading these two
studies is a variant of Ronald Reagan’s
zinger, “‘Here we go again.”

Bath reports rely on a rarefied version
of the past to ahow how far the professor-
ate, and with it, the undergraduate curric-
ulum, have fallen. (“The Ph.D.,” says
Mr. Bennett, “is no longer a guarantee
thatltsholderlstrulyemuted")'l‘m
such as “d

deuy"ﬂndﬂ:eirnylmomequﬂn;

of one, the need to “reclaim™
into the title of the other. All are there to
reinforce the argument that the under-
graduate curriculum was once nt only
different but aiso better.

A Study in Deciine
*'For the first 200 years of American
higher education,” the A.A.C. report as-

%
e
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sures us, “‘the course of study was shaped
bythclut?hoﬂtydtndidon. ik

-

9

mummg-mmwnm-
tions.” This “golden age’ (my phrase)
Qdedafmrmeﬂﬁl'luwlth“mm
ual abandonent by the faculty of its re-’
sponsibility for the total curriculum.”’

has been all down the slippery slope to
bere and the “‘unhappy disarray™ of to-
day's curriculum.

Well, what's wrong with this rendering?
At Jeast two things. It is an inaccurate re-
flection of the past and a dubious basis
upon which to formulate academic poli-
cies for the future. At several crucial
points it falis back on the cheering notion
wmmmmmw"meonegs

But did they? For every Mark Hopkins
at his end of & log were lumps at both ends
of others. At Harvard, :all through the
Jacksonian era, John Snelling Popkin, a
professor ol Greek, forced students “‘to
‘wade through Homer as though ‘The Iliad’
were 2 bog, and it was our duty to get
along at such a rate per diem.” Nor will
the historical record sustain the A.A.C. re-
port’s contention that the coming of de-

ruyrlng “lnAmeﬂa."hemedlnlml

“gsducation always provides the means
needed to grow rich.” In the 1870°s, Henry
Adams was informned by one of his stu-
dﬂmthlt“thedegreedwpdlege
hwoﬂhmynmehaxhgo

- Norhthereunynﬂdhsbhrmm—
-ing either that the quality of undergradu-
ate teaching declined or that student ca-
reerism increased with the later introduc-
tion of the elective system and Ph.D.’s. To
be sure, some German-trained professors

time spent on teaching as lost
to what William Dwight Whitney, the Yale
s;mh-ltsdwhr called “that really im-

equally provocative colleague, William
.Gnhnms\mncr.pvenmpda-itymhh
undergradi that’s
what I'm paid for.”

The assumption that a professor who
takes sericusly his research must be ne-
glecting his tudﬂng presupposes that
R R S ’

baerrme sae~ == -

For every college
student who honored the
curriculum

were others who
‘never cracked a book.

«
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major b confronted  with worldwide . Moreover, ndas-
education. costs, and the gradual end of the pow has greater corporations may prefer ©
aation’s mobilization of universi- need than ever for trained gradu- des] with the university s &

. w.mmmmﬁ.oaéhm
mmmdupon".‘udmm.i of - | that began in the second

%@ mam‘-mmww R
“aro nationally-respected. !

ol ot Paragmy v o cre ety e

: . GET BREADY FOR for support
° m‘mmpdhmmnymnlm ol 1t o are 8 high shoot skadent % s summer wia” [ plinary tion and ool
wm?:&md‘yﬂmbﬁmmdm ﬂm?ﬂhﬂmtm}‘:"’w Iaboration, while the existing

Pan American Games 1987. Mwht% P Tosated 40'0"5“’” structure 8

Ywmnwvemmmpm.mmmmw‘ somtdins two or more of the Sobowing and excessively

nsporbewdorcalltheotﬂce,ol mw-Ammm-—q—am An enormous, and stili wodi-
gosted, has largely
smonion committed the university 80 ane

mt Junlor Year ing? Academic debates shouid
Bria_l‘ in Spaln wwumgg
AT THE means and some wbout ackiev-

- Cd UNIVERSITY OF SEVILLE able ends. :
Tohe d yecommendation
Awwmwﬂn“mmﬂnwwr mmmm-n-ﬂm
£ gas and universiiss. Open 10 sudents of any Face, COI% s 85 yet uncooverted constits-
creed and national or ethnic origin ! : enty that noeds to be broaght
Univoraity os In s the social sciences, Spanish language - carsicalms —epecndiss in Lisigses: tnto future discussions sbout the
and _-ul.-n' shudies 5 ] mm.z
RESIDENCE: Spanish and student mem- mennm
Fes includes tultion, one-mOonth ofENtEtion. rOOM mmu‘mw
mm.m-rumﬂ-tm.w Mm,mﬂm&em
' insurance ’ would seem beyond redemption.
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Other Lands

Continued From Page 80

‘‘wanderarbeiter,” as the guest
workers were called, spoke no
German; schools were set wp
where within one or two years
they would learn German as a

schools. Though these language
programs still exist, they are
now on the decline; first, because
there are now more children who
have grown wp in Germany
speaking the language; and sec-
ond, because there are fewer for
eign workers entering the conn-
try.

somewhat; bdesides
being taught German, they take
courses in their native tongues.
In the lower grades, German is
still taught as a foreign lan.
guage, and a student’s academic
instruction takes place in his na-
tive language. Then, in a proce-
dure similar to what in the
United States is called transi.
tional bilingual educatian, as stu-
dents become more proficient in
German they are tsught more in
that language. At this stage they
have the option to cootinue to
learn about their native culture
in its language or to take courses
exclusively in German.
Education is the domain of the
separate West German states.
There is no centralized program,
and each state has its own meth-
ods for teaching. In Bavaria, for
example, German teachers,
trained to deal with foreign stu-
dents, teach alongside foreign

"colleagues. .

There has been little eriticism
of the program in general, and
each year groups from each

to discuss the programs. The
only country that has taken ex-
ception to the West German
methods is Greece. As 2 rela-
tively small country, it would
prefer more emphasis an bilin-
sual education in the hope that
students will eventually retum.
Japan, the newest of the indus-
trial pations, has little seed for
extensive programs of bilinguai
education, given its geographical
position and jts extremely homo-
geneous population. The largest
group of children in Japan whose
primary language is not Jape-
nese are the children of business-
men who return from overseas
i The ber of
such children has increased rap-
“idly, trom 6,600 in 1979 to more

than 9,700 last year. Japan’s.

Education Ministry allows 80
public and private schools to ac-
cept these children and give
them special J.
courses. Once fluent, they will at-
tend all classes in Jepanese.

Mmuhomtneu—-

Jeft behind when Japan ended its
occupation of China at the end of
World War I1, most of whom first
Jearned Chinese.
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Beyond the
History and

By Kay Mills

STANFORD
n 25 years, California may find itself in
I the culturally curious position of hav-
ing its current majority population as
the numerical minority and its minori-
ties—Dblack, Asian and Latino—the major-
ity. “Strange terminology,” Stanford Uni-
versity’s Albert M. Camarillo says, but he
believes that demographic prediction for
the year 2010 challenges both California
public schools and historians like himseif.
“It's too bad if people are scared by
that,” Camarillo said. It would be far more
positive to realize that California, with its
resources and diversity, has an “amazing
opportunity for interracial cooperation.”
To capitalize on that opportunity, Cam-
arillo belleves schools must instill the
richness that different cultures can add to
youngsters' lives. He learned early “to
appreciate different cultures and different
people” as he grew up first in a small

- Mexican-American barrio in Compton,

then in neighborhoods changing from
white to black and Mexican.

Camarills’s own challenge, as a histori-
an, is to continue to unearth and report on
the long California presence of people
whose story has often been ignored.
“When I was growing up, we studied the
ranchos, the romantic Spanish past—nev-

i er Mexican—and then there was nothing

else.” Except for a reference to the Alamo
in high school texts, “that was it.” He
wants to enlarge the story.

Camarillo, 37, works out of a neat,
book-lined office with a restful view of
Stanford's red-tiled roofs, but he is also
actively involved in the realities of the
public schools.

He has just completed a study of San
Jose High School for a joint project of the
Stanford School of Bducation and various
Bay Area school districts. Camarillo
looked at high school records from 1940 to
1980 to see what worked and what didn"t.
“In the late 1980s and early '70s at San
Ju:se there was a real turnaround in terms

- of the orientation of the princips’. the staff

and likewise the students. They did away
with the tracking system; there was no
me e 4bility grouping . . . . But more

important, there was an atiempt o bring §

cultural and sccial relevancy into the
curriculum, particularly in areas such as
English and social studies, things like a
course on Mexican literature through the
English department, courses on Mexi-
can-American history and culture and
other types of courses that were targeted
for other minorities.”

The school also provided more counsel-
ors who could pay attention to potential

i dropouts, Camarillo said. But the cut in

funds that followed passage of Progasgition
13 scuttied the electives, forced layoffa of
some of the younger, better teachers and

Kay Mills is a Times editorial writer.
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Hope

Albert M. Camarillo

cut the number of counselors from &iX in
1976 to zero by 1982,

As he looked at achievements of barrio
or ghetto youngsters, Camarilio conclud-
ed that three things must be in place:
family support, some economc stability so
students don’t have to drop out to work
and guidance from good teachers and
counselors. Without these elements, he
added, “there’s going to be a whole
generation that fails. I think we're already
beginning to see it.”

Camarillo, the first director of Stan-
ford's Center for Chicano Research, ap-
plies his historian's skills in other ways.
His principal scholarly work has been
“Chicanos in a Changing Society,” about
the evolution of Mexican-Americans from
thefr agrarian world of the mid-1800s into
Southern California barrios by 1930. Cam-
arillo is first to admit that readers of the
book, published in 1979 by Harvard
University Press, “are undergraduates in

e four-year universities and my col-
jeugues ia the profession; it's not g‘gmg tn
bave & great dest of play out there.

So he condensed his findings into
“Chicanos in California,” published by
Boyd & Fraser. “It was my effort to
provide a broader public audience some
Mexican- American history,” he said.

The book attempts to overcome mis-.
conceptions that Camarilio says exist
because Americans, including journalists,
have little sense of history. With much of
the recen: focus on Mexican- Americans
sentering v inyrigration, Camarillo has
found some media convey the impression
that Mexicans are the latest immigrants
and, as such, mugt wait their turn, whenin

Pleese seo BARBIO, Page 6
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fact many have been here for
years.

Camarillo discovered history was
his calling at UCLA, not marine
biology-—hig first major. He also
found “it was tough for a young
barrio kid to go to West Los
Angeles from Compton, a universe
away.” He was shocked to find
himself one of only 45 Mexi-
can-Americans among 27,000 stu-
dents in the late 1960s.

But UCLA's first Mexi-
can-American history course,

taught by Juan Gomez-Quinones,
changed his perspective. That
course “provided a context for the
first time in my life to understand
the role, the status of Mexican-
Americans in American society.”
Camarillo’s books document how
Mexicans came early to California
but were suppressed when Ameri-
cans moved in after the Gold Rush.
The Americans came with money
at a time when the economic base
was changing from farming and
ranching to industries that needed
an unskilled or semiskilled labor
force. The Americans aiso came

with prejudices.

“There is a long legacy of Mexi-
can-Anglo relations that have nev-
er been very positive. Put those all
together, it meant that there was
going to be . . . a place for Mexican
Americans in this new American
society and it was going to be at the
bottom. First in the 19th Century
they lost their land. Their institu-
tions were overturned so they had
no political voice. With the turn of
the century, the tremendous new
wave of immigrants who came in
before the Great Depression, over a
million, reinforced how Americans
were going to perceive Mexicans.
They were poor . . . . Education
was not going to be important for
these people because, look, they're

supposed to work in the fields,
they’re supposed to be menial un-
skilled workers in factories and in
construction.”

Without education, Camarillo
adds, people don’t think of them-
selves as college material, much
less professionals: “Schools played
a pretty fundamental role in who
was going to make it and who was
not . . . schools for Mexicans were
not designed as a path of social
mobility.”

Camarillo lays such stress on
education because of what it has
meant to him. “Had I not been on a
course that was going to put me
into the university, I probably
would have ended up much like
many of my friends. Qut of my four

best friends—this is an amazing
statistic but it’s an indicator of
what happens to barrio youth—out
of four best friends from childhood,
I'm the only one who's living now.
All the rest either died or were
killed in drug-related murders,
that kind of thing, by the time they
were 35. They were never able to
break out of that [barrio} condi-
tion.”

His own experience underlines
his conviction that “if one were to
choose certain institutions or cer-
tain areas of society that we have
to concentrate on to see if they are
going to be operating correctly for
this growing Hispanic population in
our state and other states, educa-
tion is the key.” 0
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